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The most thoughtful decision
you could make

How planning your funeral brings peace of mind

More than 750,000 people in Great Britain have planned their funerals,
over 210,000 of them with Golden Charter, the UK’s leading independent
funeral plan provider.

Consideration for others is the most common reason for buying a
Golden Charter plan. Peace of mind is the most common benefit. With
Golden Charter you know that your loved ones will be spared much
of the burden of bereavement. You'll have specified every detail of
the funeral in advance, selected the funeral director and taken care
of the costs.

A guarantee that covers all your independent funeral
director’s services

The price of funerals, like everything else, keeps going up. But no matter
how much the future services of your funeral director may rise in cost,
neither you nor your loved ones will be asked for a penny more for them.

There are some costs that are paid on your behalf by the funeral director.
They are known as disbursements, for example the fees of cemeteries,
crematoria, doctors, clergy, newspaper notices and memorials. These
costs are not within your funeral director’s control. Only if the increase in
these costs were to exceed growth of the plan might there be any
balance to pay at the time of need.

Financial Security

Your money will élways be secure. Your payment goes directly to the
Golden Charter Trust, which holds the money for your funeral on behalf of
participating funeral directors. This is why the funeral director is able to
provide a legally binding contract, which guarantees that your funeral
arrangements will be carried out as you wish. The Trust Fund is a separate
legal entity from Golden Charter and the Fund will continue until every plan
has been carried out and payment made to the funeral director.




On past evidence a Golden Charter plan is better value

than high-interest building society accounts and

insurance-based funeral expenses policies

A *recent survey shows that the UK national average cost of a funeral
increased by 6.6% over the past twelve months. The average cost of
a funeral in the UK is now £2549, cremation being £2287 and burial
(excluding the price of a grave) £2811. Over a period of four years the
average cost of a funeral rose by 32.8%. If this trend continues a
funeral costing £2500 today will have increased to £3320 in four

years time.
*ASLD Mintel Survey 2008

Proven value

Even high-interest building society accounts have
failed to keep up with such increases. On past
evidence a Golden Charter plan is much better value,
as the chart shown here demonstrates.

If, in 1991, you'd invested £820 (the price of a typical
Golden Charter’ funeral plan) in a building society, it
would have grown to 1£1270.30 over the next 18
years. Yet the same funeral has more than trebled in
cost to £2549. The difference would be £1278.70.
Such a dramatic shortfall demonstrates the wisdom
of taking out a Golden Charter plan.

A better solution than insurance

What about insurance-based ‘funeral expenses
policies’;?' They have several disadvantages -
principally that they don’t guarantee to cover funeral
costs or allow you to specify the arrangements. If you
are in reasonable health, you may well end up paying
much more in premiums than the insurance company
will ever pay out.
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Golden Charter gives you
freedom of choice

Some funeral planning companies may restrict your choice of funeral
director. This could be distressing to the bereaved. It might mean
having to travel some distance to a firm not known to the family.

With Golden Charter your wishes will be carried out by someone
you know and trust. We are an independent, British owned and
run company, as are most of the 2,100 funeral directors who offer
our services.

Call us free on 0800 833 800 for a list of funeral directors in your area
who accept Golden Charter Plans, or visit www.golden-charter.co.uk

Choosing your plan

Your wishes are special — and with Golden Charter, you can decide
exactly what you want. Although the plans range from basic to the
most comprehensive, your personal requests can be included in
any one. The Personalisation Option will make sure all your wishes
are honoured.

Recommendations and approvals

The National Society of Allied and
Independent Funeral Directors

Golden Charter are the only funeral plans recommended by the 'SATFIN
National Spciety of Allied and Independent Funeral Directors (SAIF),
which sgrv'es independent funeral directors nationwide. : ﬁ

www.saif.org.uk

The Funeral Planning Authority

The Authority was created in response to Government legislation

introduced to ensure protection of money paid by consumers for pre- F[Uil?R
' N AL
paid funeral plans. PLANNING

. ,
www.funeralplanningauthority.com






